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FOR THE 


Peoples Fundamental 


Laberties and Parliaments, 
Or, Eighteen 


QUESTIONS 


Queſtioned & Anſwered, 


42 


Which QUESTIONS were lately propounded by Mr. Jeremy. 
Jves , pretending thereby to pur the great Queſtion 
rween the Army and their difſenting Brethren in the 


PARLIAMENT of the Common- 
wealth of Eg/and out of queſtion, 
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Luke 3. 14. And the Souldiers likewiſe demanded of him, (aying » 
And what ſhall we do? And he ſaid unto them, Do wmiolence to no mas, 
neither accuſe any faiſly, but be content with your wages. 

x Cor. 11. 16. But if ANY MAN ſeem to be contentions, we 
have no ſuch Cuſtome,neither the Charchesof God, 


Entred according to Order. 


LONDON, 
Printed by John Clowes for the Author 1659, 


To the Reader, 


ons, that ſe I might give ſome ſatisfattion to thoſe dowhts that 

may ariſe in the minds of divers geod men, affetted to their Conn- 

treys Rights, and ſafeties,in theſe times of great anxiety dangers, 
and ammoſities, one towards another nd t hat truth may taks place, and 
all may endeavour to underſtand one the other, by a faithful approaching 
bs, and aſſerting, their Native Rights, and may not be withdraws from 
them upen any pretences whatſoever; without which ſtanding for the;y 
Rights, there can be no true ground to expett Juſtice, Love, and Unity. 
It is true, Calamities in Nations do aftentimes fall out to be beſt diſcer- 
ned, when they are deſperate and moft incurable ; Bmt however, though 
the difficultic be great ,$0 amend a diſtratted Nationzyet it is all our tn- 
tes to extend our endeavours to ſave our Connre), and leave the ſucarſs 
tothe Almighty ; and in ſo diving, the diſcharge of a goed Conſcience 
will offord great Comfort,| what ſorver may fall out in this uncertain and 
tranfitory Life. hy 

-W. B, 


|| Have given my thoughts in anſwer to theſe enſning 18 Queſti- 


Ed EIPESITPECISRIPOOS 


Eighteen Queſtions propounded by Mr, Jeremy [ves, Queſtioned and 
Aniwered, by x4 Vu Stow: Bro. 20 


| Queſtion, I. Fe 
WW Nether a Free Parliament ought not by the Lawes and C uſtobes 
of this Nation, to be choſen by the Generall Conſent of the 
People ? 
wg Anſwer 1. 


It is one of the ancient and known general deſcriptions of a free 
PARLIAMENT, according to the Laws, and Cuſtoms of this Na- 
tionto be ele&ed by. the general and free conſent of the People (who 
arenot-legally made uncapable) and when it comes to begin 1ts Sefſ- 
on by.the Ancient Lay & Right of the Parliament a PROC LAM A» 
TION ought to be made in YVeftminſter, That no man upon pain ro 
looſe all. chat + he hath, ſhall during che PARLIAMENT 


in Londox,. V Veſtminſter, or the Suburbs! weare any privy Coat of 


Plate, or go armed, or that Games, or other Plaies of men, women, or 
children, or any other Paſtimes or ftrange news ſhould be uſed during 
the Parliament, and the Reaſon rhereof was, that che High Court of 
Parliament ſhould not be thereby diſturbed, nor rhe Members thereof 
(which are to atrend the arduous and urgent buſineſs of the Commoen- 
wealth) withdraym ; And it is generally known by thoſe whom ir hath 
pleaſed God ro ſave alive in our ſad inteſtine warrs, That the Parlia- 
ment often declared themſelves te be highly affe&ed, and diſpleaſed 
with the nature and manner of the late XING CHARLES his 
demanding of the Lord K:mbolton, and the five Members, Mr. Pim, 
John Hampden, Denzil Holls,Eſqrs.Sir Arthur Haſlerig & Mr. Strood 
4 January 16471, It was then Voted and Declared a high breach of ;_ 

I Em - | Rights 


— - 


-” 
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Rights and Priviledges of Parliament, and inconſiſtenc to the Liberty 
and Freedome thereof ,. and by a Declaration they did declare that the 
Kings Warlike manne: therein was againſt che Fandamentall LI1BE R- 
TIES of the People, and che RIGHTS of PARLIAMENT ; And ano- 
ther part of Freedowe in the EleRion of Parliaments is , That there 
ought to be no corrupt, dealing to give money, &c : to be eleed, be- 
_ cauſe it was to poyſon the Fountaine ic ſelf ( from whom ſhould pro- 
ceed no Law contrary , but ſuicable ro the Fundamencalls) Another 
principle Maxime and end why Parliaments ate to bz afſembled, and fir 
\ freely by the Fundamentcall,and righteous,Contlicurion of Exglazd , is 
to redreſs grievances againlt corrupt and unjuſt Judges , and great or 
potent oppreiſers who have ſubverred, the courie of Lay and Govern- 
\ ment, and deſtroyed the Peoples ordinary Legall remedyes. And no 
| Parliament ought to be ended whileſt anyPerition remainech undiſcuſ- 
ſed, or ar leaſt to which a determinate anſwer is not made , as may be 
ſeen in the fourch part of rhe Lord Cooks [n#titmtes, treating of the 

high Court of PARLIAMENT. 


Queſtion, 1I, 
Whether a Parliament ſo choſen ought not to doe what they think beſt 


| fer the weale of the Nation that ſo chooſeth thens without the imterrup- 
| tion of any party wpon any pretence whatſ, oever? 


| Anſwer. II. 


| Ic is the Right of the People for their Par/iament to be choſen in 
full Freedome, and have alſo a free Seffion (after a free EleRion )with- 


our interruption of any party, yet they are bound (as moſt Incompara- 
. ble Emangle of Law, Juflice _ fi the whole Nation , and Exe- 
. cutive Miniſters whatſoever) by the Right unalterable Rule , the Fun- 
| damentall Layes and Liberties of the People to do impartiall Juſtice 
and Right roevery party , and not to confider parties bur the cauſe 
which wholly excludes an Arbitrary Power. And therefere upon full 


debate in full and free Parliament of the 42 Ed. 3. cap. 3. If any Sta- 


ture ſhall be made againſt the Charter of our Liberties, ir ſhall be 
voyd, as may be ſeen by the Lord Cooks T»ſt:tutes, the firſt part , his 
Commentary upon Littleton , L1b. 2. cap. 4. Seft. 108. concerni 
| which I have more fully treated in my late Plea for che Peoples g 


Old 


. 


- (4). : ORs 55 et 

Old Cauſe, or the Fundamentalt Lawes and' Libertyes of England af- 
ſerted,proved and acknowledged to be our Righr,before the Conqueſt, 
and by above thirry Parliaments, and by the Declararions ani Convi&i- 
| ons of Conſcience, or publique acknowledgements of the lace Xing 
| Charles,and by the Parliament and their Army in their ſeverall and par- 

ticular ireights and differences , and in anſwer ro Mr. James Harring- 
tou his CXX Policicall Aphoriſmes ſold by Francis Smith at the Ek 
| phant and Caftle neer Temple-Barr, wherein you will-(as I conceive ) 
| upon your taking into conſideration the Authors which I cite for my 
| judgment ) cleerly ſee; thar Acts or Starures of Parliament that have 
been againſt the common Lawes , (rhough upon glorious and ſpecious 
pretences) are called illegall and miſchievous Acts of Parliament, ſha» 
king the Fundamentall Law. And at a Grand Committee of the Par- 
liament of the Commonwealth of Exgland for the Government, Sepe, 
14. 1659. It was reſolved that the Supreame delegated Power refidin | 
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in the Peoples Truſtees, is and ought to be limitced in the exerciſe 
thereof by ſome Fundamentalls not to be diſpenſed with or ſubjeed 
ro alteration, 


Queſtion, ITT. 


If any ſhall ſay a free Parliament ought not to be ſo elefted, andſo 
impowred ; I demand then how they are a free Parliament in the ſenſe 
that the People of this Nation according to Law and Cuſftome, do under- 
and afree Parliament ? 


Anſwer, 111. 


' I conceive'I have anſwered this in the firſt and ſecond anſwers ; 
And Ido further averr that a Parliament may be free in irs ele&ion vr 
_ being, and operations or exerciſe, aridro andin the end of irs | 
10n ,. yer they are bounded by the Fundamentall Lawes and Liber- 
ties of che Nation, and this doth not make them ever the mote unfree, 
becauſe the Fundamencall Lawes doth limit rhe delegared power , and | 
hinder them from doing char which is spſe jwre & : pſofe o THegatl it! | 
ir ſelf, viz : To- deſtroy rhe Fundamentalt Lawes , which js rhe ſaline | 
Popul: » [uprema' tex , andaccording to all which 2ny Srature is ro be | 
ade, And therefore Parliaments I concewe will hardfy grve you 
thanks in making their Auchority & power to be! grearer'then is defire- | 
able, whereby to induce them to think they have no bounds, by{which 


Cogiation 
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abs 5 
Cogitation they may do AR that way prove a ſnare unto them 3 And 


the people have no reaſon to thank you , for if there be no Fundamen- 
ralls, and a limitred Delegation in the Supreame Legiſlative poyer , 
they might feare ſome danger to themſelves in their Eele&ion of their 
Parliamentary Conſervators. But there being ſuch Righteous Fun- 
damencalls, and the peoples Right to have Parliaments every year , or 
oftner,(if need be) the people need not fear Parliaments 3 Gie have 
much reaſon to love their CONSTITATION, | 


Queſtion, LV. 


If it ſhall be anſwered in the Affirmative that a free Parliament 
3 to be ſo choſen, and ſo impowred as aforeſaid, ] demand 4s the Ne- 
1101 is now refinenced by Prieſts, Lawyers, and Cavaliers, how the end 
of the o__ People £411 be anſwered by a Parliament (0 elefted and in 
powr 


Anſwer , I'V. 


Alchough there may be danger in the having afree Parliament, con- 
fidering our late inteſtine, civil Warrs, and animofities, and ſo it doth 
behove thoſe that have been faichfull in the Cauſe of their Country,to 
ſeek, to iave and defend themſelves from deftru&ion and Violence, and 
our Enemies might tax us,as well as our own hearts condemne us,with 
careleſsneſs, and'wanc of common ingenuity, if we ſhould not have re- 
ſped to our juſt preſervation, yer confider this hath been the prerence 
for very many years to-avoyde our Rights , and it is the only way to 
continue perpetuall animofities , and to manifeſt that we truſt not in 
the Lord our God at all. And beſides , conſider danger is no argu- 
ment againſt Right. Upon this and the like ſuitable ſuggeſtions of * 
yours, the people may be for ever deprived of their Fundamentall and 
auntient Lawes and Birthrights, as they were for a time by chat Iilegall 
miſchievous Acts of Parliament, with a flattering Preamble of 11 H.7. 
cap. 3. as that famous Lawyer the Lord Cook calls it in the fourth parc 
of his Inſtitures. The colours (to make an A& good, or ſeeme good 
if colours only can make an AR.r6 be ſo) were as ſpecious as theſe 
winch you have given", or can be made to extend unto, to juftific a 
force, or deny, or queſtion Right. The ſaid Illegal miſchievous AR 
was pretended to be made te avoyde divers maſchuefs. 


1, T6 


1+ Tothe diſpleaſure of Almighty God: 
- 2, To the great ler of the Common Law. 
3+ The great ler of the Wealth of the Land. 


Which were (I averr) as great, (or far greater ) precences as to tell 
us of influenced Lawyers, Prieſts and Cavaliers ; For our Fundamencal 
eſtabliſhed Layes, are ſo excellent and good in themſelves, that no ar- 
tificial Rherorique of influenced Lawyers, Prieſts, or Cavaliers, (your 
names of diſtintion) or indeed any other FaRion as well as they you 
name,could yer ever ſubvert them, or raze them 3 and there may or 
can be given youa very great Catalogue (in convenient ſeaſon) of the 
force of the. Law, and the viſible diſpleaſure of God and good people, 
in very many Generations paſt, againſt ſuch influenced- perſons, when 
by their acquired wit and intereſt they have done the Nation injury, in 
willful a&ts and endeavours to ſubvert the publick Fundamental Lawes; 
And I have read Caſſiodoy ſaith, Jura publica, certiſſima ſunt vite hu- 
mande'ſolatia ; infirmorum auxilia, impiorum frena. The Publick Laws 
are the moſt cert ain Comforts of humane life,they are the helps of the 
weak, and the Bridles of the Impious : Our Publick Fundamercal Laws 
are the Bulwarks of our Nation in general, and of Families,and perſons 
in particular 3 and if we can enjoy them, we have earthly happineſs 
therein, 

Queſtion V. 


If ever any Parliament could have anſwered the end; of the good jeo- 
ple, I demand whether the, laſt long Parliament were not once the neſt 
likely of any that went before them, or of 1any that can be expefied to 
ſmeceed them ? 


Anſwer V. 3.37% 51445523 249 


You need not publiſh a queſtioning or doubt of the abilicy of Parlia» 
ments to anſwer the ends of che good pzople for it doch tbo muchtend 
co weaken & diffolve the peoples love,8 atfeRion to their own Right 
of Parliaments, & indeed the long Parliament were moſt likely un our 
late Gn, (for niany Reaſons )r9 __— et Falane _ 

le,becauſoof the Power inveſted inthem'by -AQtof Pact ,N 
Db diiivel unlefſe by A& of Parliatnehr;) 67 ad ourned; unleſs by 
themſelves or their own Orders And furtherbecauſe of A —_ 


— 


TIS Im - 


e 
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Frainent Obligations they had upon them of theit Fairh and Projnifes, 
and of their Declazations z. and mvitations tothe peoplein the caſe of 
the original of cheWarr which hath cauſed much blood ſhed & expente - 
of Treaſure. And therefore firhence you and others had Commiſſ- 
ons from rhe remainder of rhem( who were a declared refined parry by 
theexcellenc prerences, and by-power of ſome 1ntluenceing Qtheers of 
the. Army )your expectations were ſo much the more liklier and neerer 
co be anſivered you in a peacable way of ſubmiſſion & obedience, ratier 
then a violent way of mcerruption. Unlawfull and_ determined Vio- 
lence many times Cauſes ſad and lamenctable fas againſt the Vertues 
of Juftice, Temperance , Prudence and Forricude., tending only ro 
produce cares and feares innumerable , and only to leave place for 
Sreat trouble and repentance, or,the ſevere hand of God, 


Queſt:on V I. 


' Notwithſtanding _—_—_ hopes we had of them, Conſidering the 
good beginnings they made , .and the faire opportunityes they had to _ 
fett oo they had begun, I demand whether the moſt Conſiderable of 
the good things they did (viz) the takeing away Kingſhip , and 
Peerage , and declaring this Nation a free State, were not rather the 
fruits and effeits of that force, which was put upon thom, when the Ar- 
my garbled them, then the Votes and Reſults of a free Parliament ? 


Anſwer VI. 


You take your opportunity to keep the Parliament of the Com- 
monyealth of E-g/and out of their Right, ſuppoſing you are well back- 
ed by a great revolt or force. Bur yer you contder they madeigood 
beginnings as well as alleadge and avert that they hadfatre opportuni- 
ties. Bur whether you do fairly to queſtion whether the moſt conh- 
derable of the good things you cite and menrion they did, were more 
thefruics and effe&s of aforce of the 4rmy then the Votes and Re- 
fulrs of a free Parliament, Lreferr to the rational and unbiaſed, ſeeing 
no ſuch Reſulr did ever yet proceed from themſelves 3 Bur yet by 
this merhod of yours,” you acknowledge them friends to the Forcers, 
and you hy a ground (though I confeſs unwillingly by what appears )ro 
- invalid or weaken the As (as to any thing you declare and eſteem as 


B good( 


(8) 

200d) becauſe the Law of Erg/and is a great enemy to unlawful force, 
and violence ; Maxime pacs ſunt contratia vis & 1juria, Force and 
injury are contraries to peace, and it (ignifieth any thing that aman 
frikerh or hurterh withal, as the Lord Cook, in the firſt part of his In- 
Ritutes his Commentaries upon Lzttleton, And yon alſo by this your 
doubring, queſtioning,wayypaſle a cenſorious :;Judgment upon theic 
minds and Conſciences 3 upon all the intrinſical conſiderations they 
moved In their publick affairs, and ſo you make your ſelf and others 
Examples, or Preſidents to deviſe and lay everlaſting methods of pri- 
vate diſcontent or chang&to this or any fature Parliament, upon your 
and their ownaccuſations and Judgment, 


Queſt, VII, 


V Vhether the Parliament did not Att higheſt againſt the intereſt of 
the good People of this Nation when there was no force at all upon them? 


Anſw, VII. 


No good man, or a man of goodand ſincere defires, will (upon due 
conſideration and entring into the Cloſer of his heart) juſtifie any a&ti- 
on in the Parliament againſt the Intereſt of the good people before the 
force was upon them : ſo the good people ought: not to do wrong or 
injuſtice to thoſe whom they account evil, or worſe then themſelves 3 
And ir is very poſſible that any perſon or perſons, who remain alive, 
and yyere in Par/tament, may ſee their error in any thing you can juſt- 
ly charge 5 But however Generals are no method of ſatisfaRion or 
conviction-to any perfor, or charges in Laiy or Equity, againft any per- 
ſon, by a Fundamental Maxime and Rule of Law, and Reaſon. And the 
force being upon them, as you confeſs, and the pretended gronnd of 
the force uſed, being publickly declared to try whether things were ſo 
yea or-no 3 if thoſe perſons that were the cauſe,and principle Autaors 
of the force had pleaſed ; and if there declared aims and zeal had been 
for good people, they had time to maniſeſt themſelves by way of in- 
regrity to their prerences ; Burt wherher they diqany thing legally in 
order thereunto, I appeal to God and the World, I forbear at preſent 
ro cite patticulars, 

Queſt, 


(9) 
Queſt. VIIT, 


whether there was not a time when the”) Col, Rainsborongh, 

Army,and divers others, were accounted  Lieut., Col. John Lilburn, 
the great Aſſertors of their Countreye * Capt. Bray. 

Liberties when they refuſed to comply \ Cornet Joyce, 6.2 
with the Votes of the then Free and = Cornet Thomſon, 
uninterrupted Parliament ? ----- } Mr. Richard Overton, + 

| Mr. YPiliam VVatwin, 
Thomas Prince, Ce. 


Anſw, V III. 


You need not queſtion whether there was a time or not, when the 
Army or others, ſome of whom you are pleaſed particularly to name, 
were accounted Aſlertors of their Countries Liberties; But you 
ſhould have rold particularly, in what they refuſed ro comply with 
the then Free and uninterrupted Parliament ; for it is a Maxime in 
Law, and approved Reaſon, Doloſus verſatur in generalibus, The 
crafty man lodges,and bukies himſelf in generalls, ( rhey being vain 
and inſignificant) And peradventure, if they or any] of them did not 
comply, it might have appeared adifſent in ſuch rling or things as the 
whole Parliament may be well ſatisfied in their Non-compliance, And 
I queſtion not bur divers of thoſe Non-cowplters, (as you call chem) 
continue to the faithful affe&ionare aſlerting thoſe principles, and 
malice it ſelf, cannor in any lawful way, or means blemiſh their inte- 
ority, Bur if you think that it is cheir remper, diſpofition,or judgmens, 
co refuſe to comply wi th the Vores of a Free and uninterrupted Par- 
liament, I believe you are much miſtaken, unleſſe you take them in 
this Legal ſenſe, that they might be (in theſe times of diviſion and 
Faction ) in their peaceable,legal, judgment, and in Conſcience, cor- 
trary to any thing that was particularly againſt the Fundamental Lays, 
Rights and Liberties of the People. And doubtleſs, or peradventure 
in the ſame ſenſe they were, and have been LAW FUL NON- 
COMPLYERS WITH THE ARMY ALSO. ButT 
ſuppoſe, you are deceived by your own heart, if you think- to make 
your ſelf a lega]l or warrantable —_ in this your apt opportunity, 

2 and 


«. 


(10 

and blaſt them if you could, with He Non-compliance as a Crime ; 
For if in the daies of MONARCHY an: ACT of PARLI A- 
MENT, againſt the Fundamental Lawes and Liberties, is VOYD, 
and ſhall be held for an ERR OR, and called a MISC HIE- 
VOUS ILLEGAL ACT, and be comptcolledby che People 
COMMON-LAWS, and L IBER TIES, as I COnce1ve I 
have proved before : much more may Votes which are not drain to 
an Act, and which may be changed or anulled, (upon clear convittion 
of Conſciente, and Reaſon, and underſtanding in a Parliament it ſelf 
(upon reviſing or reminding the Fundamental Lawes and Liberties 
before it. comes to be Enadted ) be conſcienſciouſly ſcrupled, or nor 
complyed with,withour a blemiſh 3 bur rather jnſtthed as 'a L 4YY- 
FUL AND COMMENDABLE NON-COMPLIANCE, 
both before God and man, 


Queſt. IX 


VV hether there was not 4s much the hearts and (; pirits of all People, 
eencurring to their interruption 11 1653, 46 ever was totheir Eleftron? 


Anſw. IX. 


I ſuppoſe you preſume too highly, and coo far to imagine that the 
hearrs and ſpirits of all People did concurr to their Interruption, as 
ever to their Eleion, How can. ic be-ſuppoſed you ſhould' know 
the bearts and ſpirics of all people in this matter? Surely you have nor 
converſed with all People that were at the Ele&ions, They did ne- 
vertell you their judgment, and acquaint you with their hearts and 
ſpirits, if you-made any ſuch inquifition in the mutter, And if your 
meaning by the words all the people, muſt be taken for the major 
pact of the people, or the »14jor patt of the Eleftors, thereby you 
would have every mantake you according to your meaning, and not 
your ſaying 3 Bur however this General Charge doth not accuſe or 
concerne any perſons with any triumph, or concurrence of hearts or 
Spirits in the Fat, bur your own, and thoſe that did, or you know 
did, concurrzit cannot refle& upon any other per ſons. For there were 
wany wao had been faichſul in the publique Cauſe, who received ma- 

ny 
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ny and great injuries, and oppre:Fons, by means of thz influence and. 
Power of che then General Cramwell, cc. yer theic hearts di4 not 
concur in that violent fat in 1653, not only for that unlawful vio- 
lence is not good in ic ſelf, bur al ſo becauſe of che inevitable ill con- 
ſequences thereof,they foreſaw the ſadenſuing evils and dangers which 
cook etfeR, and had irs ſuitable courſe (agreeable to the Cauſe ) after 
the year 1653. And ſo I ſhall conclude this my Anſiver with the 
ſaying of C harron in his Book of Wiſdom 3 Male cnnit a minſtrat im- 
petws, Violence doth notiung well, 


Queſtion X. 


Whether thoſe men that laſt ſate were not rather admitted to ſerve the 
preſent Exigency ( 4s the beſt expedient that then could be thou ht on} 
rather then ont of conſciouſneſs to their juſt Authority {as a Free Parlia- 
ment ? , | 
Anſ[wer X. 


If you and ethers were ingaged by termes in your Commiſſion, to 
be obedient ro ſuch orders and direftions as ſhould be given from the 
men that laſt ſate , you had then rermed this your tenth Quſtion in 
apt words. And for their being admitted to ſerve a then preſent ex- 
igency, I could never find that it was any publiſhed end, Andif it 
was a ſecret intention , only it was-not a mutuall Compadt , and ſo 
- could nor bind the oubliquely invited, Bur by this you do inevitably 
and Conſequentially charge them that invited the Parliament of the 
Commonmealth of Erglazd ( into __— of their interrupted Sefi- 
on) with Hypocriſy , as if they did nor intend what they publiquely 
and manifeſtly pretended, And that you may ſee your Errour', and 
inconlideration by Declaration of the 6th of April, 1656. divers 
Officers. of - the Army declared a Commemoration of what they had 
ſolemnly before declared not without appeales to God 3 And they 
complained therein that thoſe which had been Enemies to that F A- 
MOUS LONG PARLIAMENT had meetings and grey very 
inſolent, to offer affronts and aiſaulrs to the friends thereof ; That 
the FAMOKS ACTIONS of the Parliament were vilified and 
evill ſpoken.of, Andof perſons dareing to ſpeak againſt the Authori- 

tyof PARLIAMENT, and to call their proceedings and'ſuch ag 
, | acteg 
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acted in obedience to they illegall F unwarrantable , ſo that-there 
was but a ſtep (ſay they expreſly ) between the PUBLICK C AKSE 
and the FUNERALL thereof. And they bewailed their great fail- 
iigs and tutn'ngs aſide , and defired wherein they had backilidden to 
rake ſhame to themſelves. The 6th. of Afay, after, they invited the 
Members of the Long Parliament from the year 1648, that continued 
ſitting ill che 2oth of Apri/ 1653. And therein they called to mind 
and declared That the Long Parliament were EMINMENT ASSER- 
TORS of the Good Old Cauſe, and had a SPECI ALL PRE- 
SENCE of GOD with them, and were SIGNALLY BLESSED 
in that work , And they did judge it their DATT to invice the ſaid 
Members to the Exerciſe and diſcharge of the ſaid TRUST. And 
they promiſed them that they ſhould be ready in their places ro yeeld 
them (as they ſaid expreſly did become them ) their UTMOST AS- 
SISTANCE tofitin SAFETIE as will appeare by their publique De- 
clarations, not declaring and inviteingthem to ſerve the then preſenc 
Exigency, &< : as the beſt expedient, &c. And if they did not ſub- 
mutt to them as a free Parliament , Conſider who made them unfree, 
erin any ſort of Bondage or Servitude ; And therefore they them» 
ſelves that were any Cauſe or colour of diminutionto their juſt Free- 
dome have no Reaſon to make it any Argument or ground for any vio- 
lent violation of their Liberty. 


Queſtion XI, 


V Vhether there did not remaine a Force upon them ell the time of 
the laſt Seſſion in as much as the greateſt part of their Members were 
/ ecluded ? 


% 


Anſwer XI. 


If the Force did remaine on them all the [rime of their laſt Seſſion, 
youaccuſe the Forcers whom you ſeem to prerend co clear and juſtify; 
Conſider who forced them ? or who cauſed the Force to remaine ? If 
the greateſt part of the Members were ſecluded. Conſider they did 
not ſeclude themſelves 3 And Albeit it is mans duty in Generall to 
deny to do that which is 9alz#z 1» ſe though under a force or terror 8& 
although in ſome Caſes force, may excuſe 1» ſome meaſure, yer it 1s no 
argumene that becauſe ons force was before ated, that therfore anothe - 

mu 
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muſt be done, no more then a ſecond fin ſhould be committed to juſti- 
fe a precedent on.And therefore theQuerent had been berter to have 
urged this queſtion, or tendered this Caſe, and his Reaſons in a peace- 
able humble manner to the Parliament of the Commonyealth , from 
whom he had his Commiſſion in the time of their Seffion then juſtify 
the preſent Caſe of the Confuſion and interruption, 


Queſtion X11. * 


If all Force Fetters and Shek/es had teen taken of , ard they had 
enjoyed the free and accuſtomed Power , and: Priviledges of the Parlia- 
ment of England , 7 demand if ever Sir George Booth and Major 
Generall Brown, &c : had been voted Traytors ? 


Anſwer XII. 


You enter upon Judgement roo farr and before your time , for you 
know not what the Parliament would have done if Force Fetters and 
Shekles had beer, taken of, if they had enjoyed the Free and accuſtom- 
ed Power and Priviledges of Parliament. I think you cannor divine. I 
may ſay inthe judgement of Charity , Peradventure they might have 
entered into a Righteous and equall confideration of things withour 
reſpe& of perſons as in the fight of God and man. Therefore I ſup- 
poſe that place of Scripture , 7 Matt. 1. may be applyed to you in 
this matter, Judge #0t , that ye be not judged, And it you have any 
thing to fay to thoſe Gentlemen you name z -in a legall manner, or 
when the Law is open , and hath its legall free indifferent and imparti- 
all Courſe, you may have the Liberty -to accuſe , as they or any Eng- 
liſbman elſe oughr to have the fulleſt liberty of Yefence, which-the 
Righteous auntient Fundamentall Lawes and Liberties afford; And 
ſo Ii( who am nor privy to their affaires ) ſhall cloſe this Anſwer in 
defence of our Fundamentall Lawes and Rights , with the ſentences 
and wiſe ſayings of the Town Clerk of Epheſus, 19 Atts 38, 39, 40. 
againſt the confuſion and Uproare raiſed by Demetrius. VV herefore if 
Demetrius & the craftemen which are with him have a matter againit 
any man, the Law 1s ---» ( or indeed ought to be ) open, or the Court 
dayes kept, and there are Deputies let them 1mplade one another : 
But if ye inquire any thing concerning other matters » 1t ſhall be deter= 

OY mined 
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mined in a Lawful (or ordinary) Memby, For weate in danger to 
be called in queit on for this daies U proare. there being no cauſe, where- 
Wt by we may give an Account of the Co:courſe, Veiſe 36. Seeing theſe 
| | m_ £/ Cannot be ſpokgn againſt. ye ought to be quiet) and to 4d) nothing 
4 ra[bly. 


Queſt. X 111. 


And whereas it is o5jefted, That by an At made by King, Lords, 
and Commons, that 40 of them ſhould mag a Quorum , ad that they 
ſkonld not be diſſolved till they diſſolve themſelves; and therefore being 
yet 4 Quorum, they are therefore a Free Parliament, I demand , 
'VEether by this Argument thoſe which the Army ſecluded when they 
came to Hounſloe-Heath, may not as well call themſelves a Parliament, 
ſeeing they were a Quorum, . and kept their places in the Houſe, when 
thi reſt went away to the Army, and were as truly forcedout thea as 
theſe were afterwards ; and whether this very Argument "would not 
make.them a Parliament, if another Intereſt ſhould prevail to takg of 
that Interruption. Againthe intent of that Att was mt that any 40 
whomthe $word ſhould ſeparate from the reſt (ſhould make a Quorum, 
but rather, if by degrees ſome ſhould dye, and others by conſent of the 

| Major part ſhould be Voted out as uncapable to ſit, or that others ſhould 

| be abſent by reaſon of any emergencies, that then and im ſuch caſe 40 
ſhould make a quorum ; and this is the Reaſon why 4 fixed number 
are appointed a quotum in all State Conventions 3 Therefore it re- 
mains, that the laſt Parliament were rather choſen aud eletted by the 
Army, in the capacity they ſtood ſince they were firſt ous : then the 
Peoples Repreſentatives, becauſe the Army might have eletted that 
number they forced\ ogt yas well as thoſe they kept n, unto whom they 
might have ſubſcribed obedience ? 


Anſw, XI11. 


| I ſhall only(in brief Janſiver to this Queſtion, (grounded upon a ſup- 

| poſed ObjeRion, which you have heard or made) If rhere 13 an A& 
þ that 4o of them ſhould make a Q#o7»m, and that they ſhould nor be 
| ciffolved till they diffolye chemſelves3 This A6t did inveſt them 


or 
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or any of them wil) a I egal Seil-on again} any illegal{ifſolution what- 
ſoever, either by Army or any other, And the Law conſiders the 
Cauſe, the Common interelt, and not parties, or Fa&tions, 1 further 
inforce my aniwer ( with ſubmiſſion } to the deep Judgment of a Sage, 
Honoutable Perſon, upon his going to the Army, (v:z.) by the Decla+ 
ration of Y//Villiam Lethal Eiq, Speakeryc4c, (inthe Book of the De» 
clararions of the Army, Printed by ſpecial Order, by one Matthew 
Simmons 27 Sept. 1647. pag. 107, 108, wherein is fet forth patticu- 
larly, the violent adts againſt tym) He demonſtrateth in expreſs termes 
Thar in 1647 T he Votes thea paſſed were all null and woid, being extor- 
ted by force and violence, That the omiſſion of "a circumſtance or ſome 
formalities 1n the adjournment of the Houſe (when through force and 
violence, it cannot fit in any ſort as a Parliament ) cannot be any pre/ut- 
dire40 the future meetings and proceedings thereof, when it may ſit, ard 
meet again, as a Free Parliament; it berng well known, that mthing can 
diſſolve this Parliament but an Att of Parliament? 


Queſt. XII II, 


1 demand then, how any can cry Hoſanna to the laſt Aſſembly, as to 
a juſt and Free Parliamentary Amnthority, and endeavour to reſtore 
them to the exerciſe thereof, npon that foot of account, wnleſſe they a!ſs 
endeavony to take off the firſt as well as the laſt interruption, which how 
ſafe that will be, I leave tothe others to judge ? 


Anſw. XITIT. 


To this, I only Anſwer, That when you did accept of a Commiſſion 
from the laſt Afſer bly, or their Delegates, I ſuppoſe you cryed Ho- 
ſanna, and nor interrupt, or crucifie, crucifie them. Bur to conclude, 
this; I Judge any inte-ruption, or ſecluſion of any party or patties,con- 
trary to Juſtice or the Fundamental Laws of Brg/and, is void in Law, 
and deſtructive to Freedom, and layes a ground and method for animo- 
lities and perpetual Wars among the people, inſtead of love, quiet- 
neſle, and amendment;of errours ; And as for the latrer part of your 
queſtion, concerning the unſafeneſle ro rake of the firſt interruprion, 
It is fir to be debated Legally and peaceably ina Pa:liamentary ways & 
that Juſtice be done in the caſe. 


C Anſw. 


| 
| 
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Queſt. XV. 


If we ſhould aſſay to reſtore them upon a prudential account, then I 
query, what reaſon there ts to believe Vick a thing will be effetted, nn- 
leſs they will recede from their Votes, or the Army ſubjett unts them, 
which how they can do with ſafety to themſelves or the good people of this 
LaxdT leave others to judge ? 


Anſw. XT. 


If = ſhould eſſay to reſtore them upon a Prudential account, you 
thereby would make your ſelf a Judge, ſo far as to put a limitation up- 
on their Reſtitution, unleſle your prudential intentions therein,did re- 
late to the Juſtice of it requirable 1n the preſent caſe: ſo likewiſe to 
oblige rhem without doors, (if it could legally be )ro recede from their 
own Vores, would continue an apparent torce npon them 3 and ſo'ir 
would not be ſo valid, as if they thould afcer the interruption taken oit, 
ina voluntary manner conſider and recede. And then if there bz no 
taking of the force (which hinders their Seſſon )unlefle chey will recede 
from their Vores, this continues their Bondage, and that cannot be 
ſafe for the people, to have their. Parliaments in' fear, or under Force 
or ſervitude, no more ſafe then it can be lawful or honourable for 
Parliaments( the Supream Conſervators) to a& above and contrary to 
the Righteous Fundamental, and unalterablz, Laivs and Libercies. 
Bur however the People do (I conceiv?) juſtly incline to have the face 
of a Civil Authority, rather then the Force of a Sword over them ; 
which way of Forcc(in the Caſe )may produce innumerabl2 evils, both 
at preſent and infuture, peradyenture greater then the chief Authors 
of this Force may either fore-ſee, or ought upon due conhideration to 
defire or aim at ; and it may not only produce evil., but hinder that 
200d,which no g50d man bur would deſire.to be enjoyel ; I mean our 

Fundamental Laws and Liberties. 


Queſt, XVI. 
If it ſhould be effeft ed, and they ſhould come to the exerciſe of their 
Authority 3 I demand,what reaſon there ts, to believe they will anſwer 
the ends of the good people af the Land ? 
| Queſt, 


Anſw. XVI, 


If ic ſnould be effeed that they ſhould be reſtored , there mighe 
be reaſon in the judgement of charity , to hope or believe that they 
will anſwer the ends of che good people of the land. Ir is poſhble 
they may enter into amature grave and pious conſideration of things, 
It is much to me that you ſhould ſeem ro have ſo ſgreat a prejudice 
ro them, for why ſhould you judge ſo of your friends, that they 
ſhould nor make a good ending of cheir Seſſion, as well as acknow- 
ledge as you do in your 6th, Queſtion that they made good begin- 
nings > Can it be ſuppoſed or guſtly expeted they would VYore a 
Period to their own Setfion, as they did, and yer reſolve to go forth 
withourt giving a ſweer ſmell and favour, and taking; into conſiderati- 
on all the blood and treaſure and their own promiſes and ſoleinn ob- 
ligations, I muſt confeſs if they ſhould nor take thoſe things into 
conſideration 3 for wy own particular, I who am a Member of the 
oppreiled people for abour eleven years ſhould have no remedy un- 
leſs I ſhould - nar Juſtice from another , and ſucceeding Honourable 


and juſt Councel of Parliament. 
Queſt, XVII. 


If their reſtoring cannot in reaſon 'be thought 9g and if 
pratticable not profitable ; why ſhould we labour in the fire of contention 
to effelt it ? 


Anſw. XVIT. 


I know no reaſon why it cannot be thought praQticable or profita- 
ble, or why it ſhould be accounted a labouring in the fire of conten- 
tion to effe& ir. You make the difficulty greater then it is 3 For 
do you think the obligations upon them ate of ſo light a nature or of 
ſo lictle value that they will end their Seſſion with diſhonour,? Or 
do you think+he obligations that are upon the Army or the Officers 
thereof ro the Parliament are of ſo lirtle moment, as that they can 
be in this way ( of the ſivord or fire of contention ) evaded, and dij- 


penſed withal. 
-_ Queſt, 
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Queſt, XVIII. - 


If then this cant be a Free Pat ament #pon their re-admi[5i0n 
conſidering the = that remained upon them , an41 that moſt of the 
eminent good things they did were by force ſqueezed from them, and 
therefore in Law cannot be the free Repreſentatives of the People of 
England. 1demand, whether \ſome number of honeſt men hoſt out 
to jerve the preſent exigency, may not be as Lawful an Authority as 
they, and ſooner anſwer the deſire of all good people ? 


Anſw. XV ITT. 


By any thing whatſoever I can ſee preſented from you of reaſon in 
the preſent cale, this Parliament may be free if their interrprion be 
laid afide or the force diſcontinued, but if the force be upon them, 
their re-admiſſion ( as you call it ) may prove of little effe&t : And 
if your ſuppoſition be never ſo true, tharmoſt of the eminent. good 
things you aver they did were by force ſqueezed from them,an41 there- 
fore in Lawe you ſay cannot be the free Repreſentatives of the peo- 
ny of England, thisis an Argument to take of the force. And be- 
ides it doth nor appear by any AG of their own confeſſion or publick 
Declaration; -that moſt of the eminent good rhings . you aver they did 
were by force ſpugezed from them. Peradventure they on the orher 
hand will ſay they had done far greater good things then they did, if 
the force had nor been upon them ; and likewiſe paradventure they 
will ſay they had not done or conſented to ſuch Acts , [which ( in the 
judgement of divers good and conſciencious men even of deftroyed 
or undone perſons and families ) were evil and contrary to the Laws 
and Liberties. And as to the laſt part of your queſtion , what do you 
mean by ſome other number of honeftmen to ſerve a preſent exigency. 
If the Power by which an EleKtion is created, is unlawful and uſurped, 
it would be voyd, erronious, or dangerous, both as to the Electors 
and Elected, and full of d{sſarisfa&ion, in 1ts being, introduce Innova- 
tions, and ſubvert our righteous Laws, and Liberties, for defence. of 
which there hath been ſo much precious bloud-ſhed, and Treaſure con- 
ſumed ; And further, whether you mean that number of honeſt men 
ſhould be a layful FREE PARLIAMENT an its m_— 
an 
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and Seſſion ? Iknoyw not : you leave it in Coubr. And whether that 

number of honeſt men can,and will, hazard them(elves to ſerve an 
exigency, leaft they ſhould be ſerved as orhers have been before, is 
queRionable, not only becauſe of the unlawfulneſſe of the impcſition 
of thoſe your number of honeſt men (ſo called) upon us, bur alſo be- 
cauſe of the inconſtancy of Judgment, (5c, and motions in theſe pub- 
lique affairs 3 For in ſome parr of your Queſtions, you ſeem to be for 
a full and Free Parliament, Then inthe 4th Q1 eftion you account ir 
dangerous to have one, for fear of influenced Lawyers, Prieſts and Ca- 
valiers : Then in your 10th Q ueſtion, you ſay or conclude firongly, 
That the men who 'ſat laſt were rather admitted to ſerve a preſenc 
exigency 3 'whuch admittance (as you call it ) was after the diſſolution 
of another Aflembly before them. * And why may nor the other num- 


| Ser of honeſt men, which you drive at be alſo admitred ro ſerve an ex- 


19ency Or aGanger foreſeen? And here are our Laws and Liberties, 
Fundamental, uninterruptible, ancient and undonbted Rights all the 
while, che poſſeſſion of which would be a lawful means co repair the 
wrengs, and incollerable burthens of the oppreſſed, j and difcover who 
are the friends of publique Juſtice, Peace and Amity? , Thus I have 
given my thoughts concerning theſe Queſtions, intendedly ro manifeſt 
my affections : to the juſt LAWS and FREEDQ MS of aur 
Countrey to Truth, and right reaſon, (I hope) in ſober contrariety to 
raſh and illegal Violence , without unjult reſpe& or diſreſpe& ro pat+. 
ties and Factions 3 AndI do apprehend, ar prefent I ſhall diſpleaſe 
none herein , except my particular enemies, who may rejoyce in my 
wrongs, Or ſuchas are willful oppreſſors, and reſolved in their way. 


W: B, 


PELLELLLLLSSHSESSPLP 
The Printer to the Reader. 


Courteous Reader, 
Aving received the Copy of this Book divers weeks \ſince from the - 
Author, I thought :t neceſſary toinforme thee,that it ſhould have 

been publiſhed the 22 of December laſt, it being a time more ſeaſonable 
then at preſent, and agreeable to the intentions of the Author 3; but was 
A ok by ſome _— the Agents of the late Council of ſafety (ſo 


called ) who preyed upon the written Copy, amongſt other Papers, then 
ready to be publiſhed in vindication of the preſent Parliament ; and the 
Laws and Liberties of England. 
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